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NOTICE OF NON-RESPONSIVE AMENDMENT 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claims 1-27 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

After further consideration, and in view of Applicant's statement on page 8, 
second full paragraph of the response filed 10-20-06, it has been determined that 
the claims are now drawn to a non-elected invention. Applicant states that claim 1 has 
been amended to encompass the same scope of previously withdrawn claims 52-53. 
Applicant states: "Further, while claims 52-53 were previously restricted. Applicants 
respectfully request examination of claim 52, along with amended claim 1 as they would 
be encompassed by the same search.". 

Applicant is requested to amend the claims so that they are directed to the method 
of making the devolatilizer nozzle. The original search of this application included a 
search of the "method of making the devolatilizer nozzle" alone. 

The examiner is aware of the telephone interview conducted on 10-17-06 with 
Applicant's representative, where the limitations of adding the steps of "providing a 
molten polymer" and "passing a polymer through the devolatilizer nozzle" to claim 1 
were discussed. At the time of the interview, the examiner did not consider the fact that 
these added limitations would have in effect made a shift in the elected invention and that 
the claims would be directed to the invention of claims 52-53 which are drawn to a non- 
elected invention. However, after reviewing the entire file history, it has been determined 
that an election was made without traverse to prosecute the method of making the 
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devolatilizer nozzle as indicated in the restriction requirement of 6-12-06 by a previous 
examiner. 

If applicant's original intent was to prosecute the non-elected invention (it appears 
that applicant's representative was alluding to this at the telephone interview of 10-17- 
06), it is suggested that applicant file a divisional application drawn to the non-elected 
invention. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 1-27 are withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

2. The amendment filed on 10-20-06 in effect canceling all claims drawn to the 
elected invention and presenting only claims drawn to a non-elected invention is non- 
responsive (MPEP § 82 1 .03). The remaining claims are not readable on the elected 
invention because of the reasons set forth above. 

Since the above-mentioned amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to reply, 
applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this notice within which to supply the 
omission or correction in order to avoid abandonrnent. Since this application has been 
granted special status under the accelerated examination program, NO extensions of time 
under 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be permitted. 

The objective of the accelerated examination program is to complete the 
examination of an application within twelve months from the filing date of the 
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application. Any reply must be filed electronically via EFS-Web so that the papers will 
be expeditiously processed and considered. If the reply is not filed electronically via 
EFS-Web, the final disposition of the application may occur later than twelve months 
from the filing of the application. 



Response to Amendment 
3. The amendment to the claims filed on 10-20-06 does not comply with the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.121(c) because the text of canceled claims 28-51 should not be 
included (see paragraph (4) below). Amendments to the claims filed on or after July 30, 
2003 must comply with 37 CFR 1.121(c) which states: 

(c) Claims. Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim 
with all changes {e.g., additions and deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except 
when the claim is being canceled. Each amendment document that includes a change to 
an existing claim, cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new claim, must 
include a complete listing of all claims ever presented, including the text of all pending 
and withdrawn claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the text of the 
claims, in the amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, 
in the application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim must be indicated after its 
claim number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: 
(Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), 
(New), and (Not entered). 

(1) Claim listing. All of the claims presented in a claim listing shall be 
presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status of 
"canceled" or "not entered" may be aggregated into one statement {e,g. Claims 1-5 
(canceled)). The claim listing shall commence on a separate sheet of the amendment 
document and the sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims shall not contain 
any other part of the amendment. 

(2) When claim text with markings is required. All claims being currently 
amended in an amendment paper shall be presented in the claim listing, indicate a status 
of "currently amended," and be submitted with markings to indicate the changes that 
have been made relative to the immediate prior version of the claims. The text of any 
added subject matter must be shown by underlining the added text. The text of any 
deleted matter must be shown by strike-through except that double brackets placed before 
and after the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of five or fewer 
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consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by being 
placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. Only claims 
having the status of "currently amended," or "withdrawn" if also being amended, shall 
include markings. If a withdrawn claim is currently amended, its status in the claim 
listing may be identified as "withdravm — currently amended." 

(3) When claim text in clean version is required The text of all pending 
claims not being currently amended shall be presented in the claim listing in clean 
version, without any markings in the presentation of text. The presentation of a clean 
version of any claim having the status of "original," "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented" will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the 
immediate prior version, except to omit markings that may have been present in the 
immediate prior version of the claims of the status of "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented." Any claim added by amendment must be indicated v^th the status of "new" 
and presented in clean version, i.e.^ without any underlining. 

(4) When claim text shall not be presented; canceling a claim. 

(i) No claim text shall be presented for any claim in the claim 
listing with the status of "canceled" or "not entered." 

(ii) Cancellation of a claim shall be effected by an instruction to 
cancel a particular claim number. Identifying the status of a claim in the claim listing as 
"canceled" will constitute an instruction to cancel the claim. 

(5) Reinstatement of previously canceled claim. A claim which was 
previously canceled may be reinstated only by adding the claim as a "new" claim with a 
new claim number. 



Since the reply filed on 10-20-06 appears to be bona fide, applicant is given a 
TIME PEiaOD of ONE (1) MONTH or TfflRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of 
this notice, whichever is longer, within which to submit an amendment in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121 in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME 
PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



4. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marc Jimenez whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4530. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on (571) 272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9 199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 57 1-272- 1000. , . ^ 
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